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Why a Newsletter? 
 
The Computer Graphics, Animation and Yearbook classes have collaborated to 
produce this first online Jemez Valley High School Newsletter. The various topics, 
which were chosen by the students, were divided among the classes. The students 
developed the questionnaires which were given to staff and students. Once the 
questionnaires were received, articles were written by the students to present in this 
format. It has been a fun project and I am sure you will find the interviews and 
answers very interesting! 
 
Rose Marie Mauzy 
Long-Term Substitute Teacher for Computer Technology 
 

 
 

 



Athletics – First Period   
 
 

  Football by Jack Dozhier and Iverson Romero 
 
Coach Hartwick is the head football coach for the Jemez Valley Warriors football 
team. Even though he’s a fairly new member to this school he has great 
expectations for this upcoming season. When asked, “How much has the team 
grown and have they met your expectations?” he replied with, “I had the 
opportunity to coach the last three games of the 2017-2018 season. The team 
stepped up to my expectations. We went 2-1 under my coaching.” The Jemez 
Valley Warrior football team’s standings overall were 5-4. When asked, “Why do 
you like coaching?” he replied, “I’ve been around athletics my whole life. I love 
seeing athletes being successful on the field and in life.” Coach Hartwick stated 
that the most exciting moment in the season was “getting to make a positive impact 
in the life of these athletes.” Coach Hartwick’s expectations for next year are to 
have at least 20-25 players on the team and to win district. 
 

         Baseball by Josh Loretto             
 
 
I asked the coach of the baseball team, Mr. Jarrett Burke, some questions. Here are 
the questions and answers regarding the 2018 baseball season. I asked the coach 
what his expectations are this season and he said, “The team knows what I expect 
of them for the season.” I then asked the coach what he likes about coaching. 
Here’s what he said. “I like watching and helping players develop their skills.” I 
asked him to give a summary of last year. He said, “We had double the games we 
played last year starting off with SFIS.” And, finally, I asked him what the most 
exciting part of the year is. He said, “Getting out on the field and playing ball…and 
winning.” 



 

 
 
Basketball by Keona Gachupin and Lane Gachupin 
 
 
Harlyn Francisco is the boys’ basketball coach. When asked how much the team 
has grown and did they meet your expectations, Mr. Francisco said the team did 
not meet his expectations because there was not overall commitment and 
dedication to the team. However, there were some improvements. He likes 
coaching because he likes to teach the kids the fundamentals of basketball. He said 
mastering these skills will help the kids use critical thinking skills and problem 
solving. These skills can then be applied to real life experiences. He said that this 
year was a struggle. The team started off with 25 boys who wanted to play but 
some of them did not want to practice. Those boys were dismissed from the team 
and some quit. Also, eligibility was a big factor in team size. The most exciting 
part of the year was seeing the boys who were on the team improve their skills and 
not quit. Those boys finished the season. As for next year, Mr. Francisco said he 
expects more commitment and dedication from the team. The students should have 
no excuses about practice and they should be ready to go and to attend off season 
workouts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Interests – Second Period 
 

Information compiled by  
Justis Romero, D’Mitry Vigil and Ethan Galvan 

 
The information gathered is based on questionnaires developed by the above 
students. They asked:  

1. What are your hobbies? 
2. What are your plans for after high school? 
3. What is your favorite subject and why? 
4. What is your least favorite subject and why? 
5. Where would you like to travel to? 
6. Where would you like to live if you could live anywhere? 
7. Do you think we are the only beings in the universe? 
8. Who has been the greatest influence in your life so far? 
9. Where do you like to shop? 

 *Not all students were able to fill out the questionnaire. 
 

                        Freshmen   
          

1. 56% of freshmen listed playing sports as their hobby, 24% of freshmen 
listed playing video games as their hobby and 16% like to draw. Some other 
hobbies include music, hunting and just chilling at home. 

2. 68% of freshmen plan to attend college after high school. 8% don’t know 
what they want to do and some of the remaining answers include playing 
professional sports, working and going into the medical field. 

3. Math drew the most answers for favorite subject – 56%! 12% answered with 
history as their favorite subject and P.E. and science each received 8% for 
favorite subject. 

4. As for least favorite subject, 50% of the answers were for science and 42% 
of the answers were for English. 

5. 12% of freshmen would like to travel to Hawaii or all around the world with 
an additional 12% answering they do not want to travel. Some other travel 
destinations include Japan, France, Colorado, and Dubai. 



6. As for where you would like to live, 12% chose Colorado, 8% each chose 
either Florida. Jemez Pueblo and Japan. Some other places to live include 
California, Zia Pueblo, Florida, Missouri and Hawaii. 

7. 80% of those who answered said they think we are not the only beings in the 
universe. 

8. Most freshmen said their family (mother, father, siblings, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles) has been the greatest influence in their life so far. Close 
behind were friends. 

9. The 5 stores that had the most votes for favorite place to shop were Walmart, 
the Mall, Ross, GameStop and Rue 21. 

 

 Sophomores 
 

1. 40% of sophomores listed playing sports as their hobby, 20% of sophomores 
listed agriculture as their hobby and 30% like reading and writing. Some 
other hobbies include playing video games and hunting. 

2. 80% of sophomores plan to attend college after high school! 25% plan on 
working and some of the remaining answers include the military and sports. 

3. Math drew the most answers for favorite subject – 30%.  15% answered with 
English as their favorite subject and art, fitness and science each received 
10% for favorite subject. 

4. As for least favorite subject, 40% of the answers were for math, 30% of the 
answers were for science, and 15% each were for history and English. 

5. 15% of sophomores would like to travel to Canada and another 15% would 
go to Japan. 15% answered they do not want to travel. Some other travel 
destinations include Italy, Spain, and Hawaii. 

6. As for where you would like to live, 12% chose Colorado, 10% each chose 
either Italy, New York and home. Some other places to live include 
California, Costa Rica, Bali and Alaska. 

7. 65% of those who answered said they think we are not the only beings in the 
universe! 

8. Most sophomores said their family (mother, father, siblings, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles) has been the greatest influence in their life so far. 

9. The 2 stores that had the most votes for favorite place to shop were Walmart 
and Hollister. Some other stores listed were Ross, Champs, Old Navy and 
Ulta. 



 
 
 

 
 

Juniors 
 

1. 37.5% of juniors listed playing sports as their hobby and 12.5% each of 
juniors listed listening to music, drawing, reading, writing and roping as 
their hobbies. 

2. 62.5% of juniors plan to attend college after high school. 25% plan on 
working and some of the remaining answers include not sure, the military, 
coaching and DJ. 

3. Math drew the most answers for favorite subject – 44%.  19% chose English 
and 12% each answered with science, fitness and music production. 

4. As for least favorite subject, 31% of the answers were for science, 25% of 
the answers were for math, and 19% were for history. 

5. Around the world and Japan were the favorite places to visit for the juniors. 
Some other travel destinations include Paris, California, London, Colorado, 
Canada and New York. 

6. As for where you would like to live, no one place was listed at least twice! 
Some of the places listed include California, Australia, Utah, my Pueblo, 
Oklahoma, Wyoming and Mexico. 

7. 94% of those who answered said they think we are not the only beings in the 
universe. 

8. Most juniors said their family (mother, father, siblings, grandparents, aunts 
and uncles) has been the greatest influence in their life so far. Several 
students said they were their own greatest influence in their lives. 

9. The 5 stores that had the most votes for favorite place to shop were the Nike 
Store, the Mall, the Walatowa C-Store, Cabelas and Sportsman’s.  

 



Seniors 
 

 
1. The top four answers for hobbies, at 20% each, were drawing, reading, 

hanging out with friends and sleeping. Some other hobbies include playing 
sports, Netflix, playing video games and helping their family. 

2. 60% of seniors plan to attend college after high school. Some of the 
remaining answers include the military, illustrator, cosmetology and early 
childhood education. 

3. Favorite subject was split evenly with 20% each. They are art, history, 
English, study hall and math. 

4. As for least favorite subject, 40% of the answers were for science, 30% of 
the answers were for math, and 20% each were for economics and English. 

5. There were no two or more answers for a travel destination. The answers 
include Paris, Tazmania, Alaska, Dubai, Idaho and Colorado. 

6. As for where you would like to live, 20% were not sure and another 20% 
chose Jemez Pueblo. Some other places to live include Alaska, Colorado, 
Idaho, Paris and Dubai. 

7. 80% of those who answered said they think we are not the only beings in the 
universe. 

8. Most seniors said their family (mother, father, siblings, grandparents, aunts 
and uncles) has been the greatest influence in their life so far. 

9. Some of the favorite stores to shop at include Michaels, Rue 21, the Nike 
Store, American Eagle, and GameStop. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Clubs and Activities – Third Period 
  
 

 
 

Freshmen Class Officers 
by Bethany Yepa and Byron Sabaquie 

 
We interviewed D’Yanni Medina, President of the Freshman Class. In becoming a 
part of this organization, the requirements involve always having a good attitude 
and being a good leader. The goal of this organization is making money for their 
class to better their chances of having great activities. An advantage of being a 
member is it would look good on your resume and help you learn leadership skills. 
 

Sophomore Class Officers 
by Jeramyah Spurlock, Vice President 

 
To become a class officer, you first need to attend a class meeting. At that time 
people who want to volunteer to be an officer can do so. The class advisor will take 
nominations. When nominated for a class officer you can either accept or decline. 
If no one is running against you, you will get to be an officer by default. In the 
chance that someone is running against you, there will be vote and the person with 
the most votes will win. After all the voting is done, officers will be announced. 
The officers have a general rank over their class but no authority over someone. 
They tend to make decisions on stuff like concessions for home games and track 
meets. We also talk about possible fundraisers. That’s about the general idea of 
how to become a class officer and what they do. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Junior Class Officers 
 by Janessa Tafoya 

 
Every class at Jemez Valley High School has class officers. The Junior Class 
President is Adrian Chavez. In Adrian’s words, “The requirement of the 
group/organization is the willingness to be there for the school. The goals and 
purpose of this group is to organize and plan prom.” Adrian likes to be a part of 
this group because it’s a chance to show what he can do, organize events and be 
very responsible. Adrian says that being a member of this group benefits him by 
proving to himself that he can be responsible and a leader to others in the school 
and outside. Adrian encourages others to be a part of the organization because it 
can show that you can be a leader of the school. 
 

 
 
 

Senior Class Officers 
by Erykah Pino and Demaris Vigil 

 
A class representative is an important job. They are responsible for making 
important decisions for the class. There are requirements for being a class 
representative such as keeping your grades up, staying on top of things, and 
making sure things get done. The goals of this group are to prepare for graduation, 
get things in order, and to make sure the class has funds. Shawna Spurlock is the 
President of the Senior Class. She likes being part of this group because she enjoys 
helping her class persevere and accomplish their goals. Being a part of this group 
helps Shawna benefit by putting Senior Class President on her resume because it 
shows great leadership skills. 
 
 

The National Honor Society 
by William Burke 

 
This year in the National Honor Society we started a recycling system and we also 
picked up trash around the high school. The requirements to be in the National 
Honor Society (NHS) is that you have to have a 3.5 GPA. As part of the NHS 
members have to do 5 hours of individual community service and 2 hours of a 
group project. The National Honor Society means a lot because you are able to put 
it on a college application and job application. The National Honor Society is 
advised by Ms. Tran and Ms. Trujillo-Wiseman. 



Jemez Valley High School Student Council 
by Kiara Gachupin and Melaila Chinana 

 
Jemez Valley High School has a Student Council. The Student Council 
representatives are Mikayla Peck, Martin Valencia and William Burke. Some 
requirements to be part of this group and organization are to have a 2.0 GPA with 
no F’s. Other requirements that are needed is to be a good leader, have good 
behavior, be helpful and be self-determined. Some goals for this group are to create 
a better environment for students and teachers, to increase school spirit and to be a 
liaison between students and faculty. A few reasons why they like being part of 
this group and organization are it will look good on a college resume and they get 
to see improvement in students and also staff relations. They would encourage 
someone to become a part of this group and organization because they want to see 
future student council representatives help the school more and more each year. 
 

FFA 
by Tanner Stacy 

 
On Tuesday, March 6th, I approached Mr. Burke, the agricultural teacher for the 
middle school and high school, to discuss the FFA organization that he has been in 
control of for about two years and running. FFA stands for Future Farmers of 
America. I started off by asking what the requirements are to be a part of the FFA 
and in response he said, “You have to be in one class (agricultural or mechanical) 
for at least one semester and pay dues.” Following that question, I asked about the 
goals of FFA which led to Mr. Burke talking about leadership and careers. “The 
goals of FFA are for students to learn about leadership and careers.” Mr. Burke 
says the FFA is an organization that develops and teaches students life lessons with 
community service and at-home projects. Continuing with a similar question, 
Burke added that the FFA teaches students to set goals as a group and that it does 
not benefit him, but the students. Concluding this interview, I asked Mr. Burke 
why he would encourage one to come and be a part of this organization and his 
answer was that the students would be able to include the FFA in college and job 
applications making them a better candidate to get that job or to get into their 
desirable college. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
AVID 

by Alexis Tuttle 
 

AVID is one of the extracurricular activities and elective courses available to 
students at Jemez Valley High School and Middle School. The AVID teacher is 
Ms. Cassandra Batdorf. AVID stands for “Achievement via Individual 
Determination”. The AVID mission statement is “to close the gap by preparing all 
students for college readiness and success in a global society”. In order to be in 
AVID, students must have a 2.5 GPA or be “on the road” towards getting a 2.5 
GPA or higher. Additionally, they must take an honors class, AP class, or a dual-
credit class by the time they graduate. All AVID students are required to complete 
a bi-weekly grade analysis, maintain communication with teachers about grades, 
complete community service hours, and fully participate in the Tutorology Process. 
AVID’s goals are to help students get ready for college; to instill organization, 
character development, test-taking, inquiry, collaborative and technology skills 
needed for life success in all AVID students; to provide real life college 
experiences via college visits and/or specialized speakers; to create a schoolwide 
culture of higher learning; to provide support for all teachers in order to push 
students to a higher level of discourse while supporting their emotional 
development; and to create a desire in all students to exceed expectations. There 
are many reasons for a student to want to be in AVID. There are academic reasons 
as listed above, but most of all, AVID provides emotional and mental support 
through peer-to-peer and peer-to-teacher bonds. In AVID, your class becomes your 
family. Plus, it’s fun! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Culture Identification– Fourth Period 
 

There are three main cultures present at JVHS. The 4th period class thought it 
would be interesting to see how students related to their culture or if they gave it 
any thought. Questions asked were: 
 

1. How do you identify and why? 
2. What is your favorite tradition regarding your culture? 
3. Do you feel your culture is being diluted either by marrying outside of it or 

from it coming by living in a mixed cultural nation? If you believe this is so, 
what is the long-term effect? 

4. Do you feel your culture identification is through religion, inheritance via 
your family or something else? 

5. Will your culture influence decisions you make regarding your future? 
 

*Not all students were able to fill out the questionnaire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

White/Caucasian 
Compiled by Thomas Riley 

 
1. Only one person identified as white. The remainder identified as more than 

one culture. 
2. Favorite traditions included fiestas and food. 
3. Most students said “no” to this question because they don’t know their 

culture. Some also believe that marrying who you wish is a good practice for 
any culture and it can enhance one’s own culture instead of diluting it. 

4. Most said they inherited their culture via their family. 
5. Most said their culture will not influence their decisions. Some say it won’t 

make a significant amount of change, but it will make a small impact. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hispanic 
Compiled by Juanita Gachupin 

 
1. Five students identified as Hispanic. 
2. Favorite traditions included Matanzas, music and food. 
3. All students said “no” to this question. 
4. All students said they inherited their culture via their family. 
5. One student said their culture will influence their decisions while the 

remainder say it won’t make a significant amount of change, but it will make 
a small impact. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Native 
Compiled by Justin Madalena 

 
1. Most everyone’s reasons why they identify as native was both of their 

parents are Native Americans, but some people said the mom or dad was 
either native, Spanish, Hispanic or from different native pueblos. The other 
reasons people said was that they were born into the culture and they know 
who they are. 

2. Most everyone’s favorite traditions in the Native American culture are the 
dances, feast, pow wows, farming and hunting. The most unique tradition 
some people picked is racing people for chickens and Christmas because it’s 
when family comes together. But, sadly and unfortunately, some people 
don’t really have a favorite tradition because it was lost or destroyed long 
ago. 

3. Yes: Some people said it will keep changing their culture or it will 
slowly end their culture. Other people said some other different races try to 
steal their native traditions and their people are trying to keep it in the 
pueblo. Everyone would be a part of different pueblos not learning the 
majority of their culture or the bloodline will slowly thin out until there is 
nothing left but living in a mixed cultural world where traditions will either 
be lost completely or get mixed into other things. 
No: Some people said that it won’t affect their culture because everyone 
wants their culture to be strong and stay alive. Another said that as long as 
others in mixed nations are curious of their culture or take interest in 
learning about it that it would spread among everyone. 

4. Some people didn’t know if it was their religion or inheritance via their 
family. Some people said it was both, 

5. Yes: 13 people said yes, that it would influence decisions they make. Some 
people said that they may do more things and make more decisions in their 
future for their culture. Another person said it is all about coming back to 
your pueblo when everything goes on meaning tradition-wise. 
No: Four people said no, that their culture will not influence decisions they 
make. One said that there isn’t much of a culture for them to stand with. 
Another one said you can’t have base your life on what race or culture you 
come from. 
 
 
 
 



Get to Know Your Staff – Sixth Period 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Sara Hibner, Music Teacher 
by Kiana Gachupin 

 
Sara Hibner is a Pre-K - High School music band teacher. She was born in 
Alamogordo, New Mexico. She graduated from New Mexico State University. She 
majored in Music Education. Her first job was as a Hostess/Waitress. Her first 
teaching job was a Pre-K – 6th grade General Music and Band Teacher for Central 
Consolidated School District. If she did not teach music she would be in the 
medical field as an Ultrasound Technician, an Obstetrics Nurse or a Music 
Therapist. Her hobbies include sewing, playing and composing music, swimming 
and painting. What someone would be surprised to learn about her is that he has 
traveled to Europe, South America, Hawaii and at least 7 other states because she 
was in a band. Another surprising thing is that she can play over 25 different 
musical instruments. Her favorite part of teaching is when she sees students’ faces 
light up with excitement when they finally get the music; when they practice and 
practice and they finally get that hard part that they have been working on. She 
loves to see their excitement. 
 
 
 
 
 



Scott Meihack, Principal 
by William Burke 

 
Mr.  Meihack, our school’s principal, was born in Wisconsin. He went to college at 
Wisconsin Eau Claire and majored in Elementary Education. The first job that Mr. 
Meihack had was grade 3-6 Elementary Physical Education. His first teaching job 
was at George West Intermediate School in George West, Texas. If Mr. Meihack 
did not get into teaching he would be coaching at the college level. Some of his 
hobbies are cooking, gardening and woodworking. Something surprising about him 
is that he attended a 1–8 grade church school. His favorite part about being our 
principal is that he likes the interactions with the students and adults. 
 

Kristi Hartwick, School Counselor 
by Mia Sando 

 

 
 
Mrs. Hartwick is our counselor. She was born in Fort Worth, Texas. She went to 
Sul Ross State University in Alpine, Texas majoring in education. Something we 
don’t know about Mrs. Hartwick is that she has only one ear…try to guess which 
one! Her first job was at TG&Y, but her first education job was teaching SPED in 
Fort Davis, Texas. If she wasn’t doing education today she was thinking about 
being a psychologist. Her hobbies include reading, working out, hiking and biking. 
Her favorite part about counseling is working with students and helping them make 
decisions about their future. 



 
Sharon Rapelje, English/Language Arts Teacher 

by Adrianna Trujillo 
 

 
 
Ms. Rapelje is an English teacher for grades 9–12. She was born in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. She attended college at Abilene Christian University where she majored in 
journalism. Her first job was working the Classifieds at the Rio Rancho Observer. 
Ms. Rapelje’s first teaching job was at a small private middle school. If she wasn’t 
teaching she would be traveling the world eating delicious food. Her hobbies 
include reading, traveling, cooking, walking and watching Friday night movies. 
Something that you would be surprised to know about her is that she taught math 
for a short time in a 4th grade classroom. She loves teaching and her favorite part 
would have to be introducing students to new books, discussing books and helping 
students in other capacities (fundraising, spirt) outside the classroom. 
 

Jarrett Burke, Ag Teacher 
by D’yanni Medina 

 

 
Mr. Burke is an agriculture teacher at Jemez Valley High School. He was born in 
Springfield, MO and attended college at Ozarks Technical Community College, 
Missouri State University and New Mexico State University with a major in 
Agriculture. His first job was working on his family farm and his first teaching job 
was at Jemez Valley. If he didn’t consider teaching he would have been running 
his own business. Mr. Burke’s hobbies are baseball, hunting and fishing. One thing 
about him that would be a surprise is that he was a dancer on a TV show! Lastly, 
his favorite part of teaching is watching students learn. 
 
 



Cathy Trujillo-Wiseman,  
Physical Education, Health and Drivers Ed Teacher 

by Shawna Spurlock 
 

 
 
Cathy Trujillo-Wiseman is Jemez Valley Public Schools’ Physical Education, 
Health and Drivers Ed teacher. Cathy has dedicated much of her life to teaching 
students and making sure they leave the school well educated in the aspects she 
teaches. Cathy was born in Albuquerque, New Mexico. She attended college at the 
University of New Mexico (UNM) and majored in Physical Education. She has a 
minor in Health, and a Masters in Early Childhood Education. Her first job was at 
the local restaurant Red Wood Groove “Home of the World’s Best Burger”. Her 
first teaching job took place at San Diego Mission, and if she wasn’t teaching she 
would be doing physical therapy as a physical therapist. Some of her hobbies 
include spending time with her grandchildren, going to the lake, and traveling. 
Something that is surprising for people to know about her is that she was 
Valedictorian and Athlete of the Year for her senior class here at Jemez Valley 
High. And on a final note one of Cathy’s favorite parts of teaching is meeting and 
teaching students and finding out how each student is unique and special. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Mildred Peck, Librarian 
by Marius Magdalena 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Mrs. Peck was born in Ponderosa, New Mexico. She went to school at the 
University of New Mexico and she majored in Business Administration and 
Procedures and Early Childhood Multicultural Education. Her first job was at The 
Red Wood Grove as a café cashier. Her first educational job was as a librarian here 
at Jemez Valley Public Schools. If she was not teaching, she would be in office 
management. Her hobbies are reading, music, singing and gardening. Something to 
know about her that you would be surprised is that her first three years of college 
she studied to become a Petrolane engineer. Her favorite thing to see students do is 
to succeed in life. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Alicia Nevarez, Art Teacher 

by Marissa Toya 
 

 

 
 

 
Ms. Nevarez was born in Albuquerque and was raised in Los Chavez which is in 
between Los Lunas and Belen. She attended college at the University of New 
Mexico for her Bachelors in Art Education with licensure. She received her 
Masters in Art Education at the University of New Mexico. Her first job was for 
the City of Albuquerque as a rec leader. Her first teaching job was at the City of 
Los Lunas for one year. She worked at KGE, a local elementary school which she 
said was a wonderful experience. If she wasn’t a teacher, a dream job for Ms. 
Nevarez would be a marine biologist with a focus on shrimp or maybe kelp. In 
reality she would hope for some kind of desk job maybe in accounting. She said 
she has way too many hobbies that she just never seems to be able to finish! She 
says she is going to stick with video games, painting and drawing. Something 
people would be surprised to know about her is that she loves to watch 
documentaries about ANTS! She thinks they are fascinating. Another thing she has 
done is travel across the world. She has been to Italy, Rome, London, Ireland, 
Germany, Scotland and Mexico. Her favorite part of teaching is to see what 
fantastic works of art the students can create when they put their time and effort 
into their work. She likes seeing that students have more talent then she could ever 
dream of. She likes getting messy and getting a chance to create work in class if 
she gets the chance. 
 



 
Harlyn Francisco, Social Studies 

by Shawna Spurlock 
 
 

 
 
 

Mr. Francisco is Jemez Valley High School’s Social Studies teacher. He teaches 
New Mexico History, World History, American History, Government and 
Economics. He has a vast knowledge of life and often relates life to the topic to 
give a better real-world example. Students don’t always understand how history 
can relate to the current time, hence his vast knowledgeable examples. Harlyn 
Francisco was born in Gallup, New Mexico. In his life time he has attended five 
different colleges: North Central Missouri, Oklahoma Pan Handle State University, 
University of Oklahoma (OU), New Mexico Highlands University and University 
of New Mexico (UNM). His majors include Public Administration, Special 
Education and Education Leadership. His first job was being a stock man in a 
warehouse with Indian hospital services. His first teaching job was in 2003 at 
Harrison Middle School. Finally, if he wasn’t teaching he would probably be an 
electrician. “GO OU!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!” – Direct quotation from literally every student 
he has taught at Jemez Valley High. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Pauline Segura, JVHS SPED Case Manager/Teacher 

by Zachary Toya 
 
 

 
 

 
Ms. Segura was born in Greeley, Colorado. Her upper level education includes: 
United States ARMY Training as a Supply Specialist for Aviation, Trinidad Junior 
College, Carl Sandburg College, Spoon River College, Western Illinois University 
(Bachelors of Science in SPED and BSED), Western Illinois University Master’s 
Program, NMSU (Masters of Art in Education, Curriculum & Instruction, minor 
TESOL), Capella University (Doctoral Program in Leadership and Management, 4 
courses until completion). Her first job was working at a local café as a dishwasher 
at age 10. Her first teaching job was teaching SPED 6-8 Cross Categorical in 
Bushnell, Illinois. If she wasn’t a teacher, Ms. Segura would be a detective. Her 
hobbies include creating media art, paper collage, and outdoor activities such as 
fishing, boating and traveling. Something people would be surprised to know about 
Ms. Segura is she was active ARMY for 5 years, lived in Germany and she speaks 
some German, as well as Spanish. She also used to ride dirt bikes in Illinois as an 
outdoor enthusiast. Her favorite part of teaching is making a difference for student 
learning and getting to know all of her students as well as learning from them. 
They are forever etched in her heart; it is great to be in this profession. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Susan Sittig, Math 
by Caili Mora 

 

 
 

 
Ms. Sittig was born in Elkhart, Indiana. She attended Washtenaw Community 
College, Grossmont College, Cuesta College, California Polytechnic State 
University in San Luis Obispo and the University of LaVerne. Her major was 
math. Ms. Sittig’s first job was running the concession stand for the local Little 
League team. She was 16-ish. Her first teaching job was teaching Algebra I 
and Geometry at Lompoc High School. She also did student teaching for the 
middle school students at Lilian Larsen Elementary School. If she wasn’t teaching 
she would probably work in accounting. Ms. Sittig’s hobbies include quilting, 
yoga, old video games and hanging out with her family. Something that is 
surprising to know about her is that when she was in high school, she wanted to be 
a forensic psychologist and interview criminals. Her favorite part of teaching is the 
students. 

 

 
 

We want to thank all the staff members and students 
 for helping make this newsletter possible!!! 


